
 

 

The Advantages of Renting a Musical Instrument 

 
What are the advantages of renting a musical instrument rather than 

purchasing? 

There are two major reasons for renting a musical instrument for a beginning band 

student.  1) Your child may not like the instrument that he/she has chosen and 

would like to change instruments. 2) Your child may lose or damage the 

instrument.  Generally, rented instruments carry a nominal insurance fee that will 

cover loss or repair.   

In the case of a string instrument, the instrument is sized for your child.  As your 

child grows, he/she will need a larger instrument.  Rented instruments can be 

exchanged for the larger size at no addition cost to you.  

  

 Why should one not purchase a musical instrument from a chain department 

store, discount warehouse or non-musical online websites?   

Discount warehouses, department stores and non-musical websites often sell 

inferior quality instruments that will hinder your child’s progress.  Although on the 

surface these instruments look like expensive, high quality instruments, they are 

constructed from inferior materials and with inferior workmanship.  Most 

reputable music stores will not carry replacement parts to these instruments and 

will often refuse to repair them.        

  

Where can I go online to purchase a new or used instrument?   

There are many sites online where one can purchase a new or used instrument.   

A good site to educate yourself in new instrument pricing is Woodwinds and 

Brasswinds located in Indiana.  www.wwandbw.com  

My favorite site for used instruments is www.netinstruments.com 

If you are familiar with reputable brands and are not particularly concerned about 

the condition of the instrument (reputable instruments can usually be repaired), 

Ebay and Craigslist are also good sites for a great deal. 

  

  

Purchasing a musical instrument is similar to purchasing a car.  Just as there 

are advantages in leasing an automobile, there are advantages in renting-to-

own a music instrument.  Purchasing a musical instrument is a better 

investment only if you are sure your child will continue to study the same 

instrument and if you purchase a quality instrument. 
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